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RIDGES IN EPOXY TERRAZZO

The NTMA office is occasiona”y informed of a terrazzo installation demonstrating an interesting phenomenon that the
industry has labeled “mole trails.” This condition is typica”y noticed well after thin-set epoxy terrazzo has been installed

and the building is occupied.
Some of the areas where this phenomenon may occur include:

e Aslab with saw cuts type control joints, typica”y at column lines.
®  An artistic terrazzo where the saw cuts do not purpose{:u”y a|ign with the terrazzo divider strips.

e  Other random substrate cracking.
A common installation practice would be as follows:

e  Sawecuts and/or cracks are cleaned out and filled with a rigid epoxy.
o Sawecuts and/or cracks are then bridged with a {iberg|ass reinforced specia|ty flexible epoxy crack suppression
membrane system per manufacturer’s directions.

e  The thin-set epoxy matrix terrazzo system s Hna”y installed norma”y over the crack suppression membrane with

the rest of floor areas.

Epoxy terrazzo has a greater coefficient of thermal expansion than the concrete. Depending on the direction of
temperature change the epoxy terrazzo will move to a greater degree than the concrete. If the temperature is rising, the
resultis a ridging of the terrazzo. This typica“y but not a|ways occurs at the saw cuts, cracks or other breaks in the
concrete resu|ting ina ric]ging of the terrazzo. This condition is so minute that it often is bare|y detected with a straight
edge. Certain critical |ighting conditions might show a line through the terrazzo that appears as a mini-crease or as ifa

mole is burrowing under the terrazzo. Thus, the NTMA has given the name “mole trail” to this condition.

This condition should not be recognized as a defect in the terrazzo. By reviewing the installation procedures
demonstrated by terrazzo contractors, it would be concluded that the crack suppression membrane is working as

intended, bridging the moving joint in the slab, and keeping the joint from reHecting up though the terrazzo as a fissure.

General Disclaimer: The information provided in the Technical Bulletin is for general informational purposes only. Each project
and individual application are unique. All information is provided in good faith: However, NTMA makes no representations or
warranties of any kind, express or implied, regarding the accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliability, or completeness of any
information provided herein.
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