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SAND CUSHION TERRAZZO

Because of its |ong history of excellent per{:ormance, the sand cushion terrazzo system has been trac]itiona”y classified as

the premier version of cement terrazzo systems.

The sand cushion terrazzo system is designed to be installed in a minimum thickness of 2 - inches. If conditions allow, a

full 3-inch depression is much preFerred.

The execution consists of a dusting of sand over the concrete substrate, which is covered with an isolation membrane:
(ASTM A185 D 2103 Type 13300, 4 to 6 mils. po|yethy|ene sheeting, or ASTM D 226,15 Ib. non-perforateol roolting
felt). The dusting of sand applied under the membrane sheeting provides separation from the concrete substrate. A 2-
inch thickness of low s|ump mortar underbed under-bed reinforced with a 16 or 18 se”-{urring gauge ga|vanized welded
wire mesh is p|acec] over the membrane and pu”ecl up into the under-bed. Metal or p|astic divider strips are vertica”y

inserted and tight|y troweled into the under-bed while this material is still in a p|astic condition.

These divider strips perForm two essential roles in this system. The first reason is aesthetics since they provide design
color changes; the second is that they control the anticipated shrinl(age that results from curing the floor. The
recommended spacing of the divider stripis 4 ft. on centers, or 5 ft. if the under-bed thickness is increased to 3 inches or
more. | he standard - inch thick terrazzo topping is p|aced in the pane|s formed by the strips when the under-bed has
proper|y hardened. Supported by the concrete s|al), the system is designed to perForm indepenclently from the substrate.

General Disclaimer: The information provided in the Technical Bulletin is for general informational purposes only. Each project
and individual application are unique. All information is provided in good faith: However, NTMA makes no representations or
warranties of any kind, express or implied, regarding the accuracy, adequacy, validity, reliability, or completeness of any
information provided herein.
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